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Logline  
 
 
An honest testimony of addiction, and one woman’s discovery that the only way to save 
herself, is to save others. 
 
 
 
Synopsis 
 
 
Bobbi Jo: Under the Influence is one of the most inspirational stories you will ever hear. 
For 25 years, Bobbi Jo Reed has rescued thousands of addicts. But before she could 
help others, Bobbi Jo needed to help herself. 
 
This true life story takes an honest look into the world of alcoholism and addiction and 
provides keys to long term recovery in Kansas City’s most dangerous neighborhood. 
 
After a middle class upbringing, Bobbi Jo turned to drinking and drugs at a young age. 
Soon, her life spiraled out of control. Addiction led to abuse, prostitution, and 
homelessness. When she hit rock bottom, Bobbi Jo had a spiritual awakening. 
  
With newfound strength, Bobbi Jo was lifted out of a personal hell. That strength gave 
her the courage to return to the streets to help others. Using the testimony of her dark 
past as a “blueprint of hope”, Bobbi Jo Reed reflects on her transformation. How she 
was saved. Why she was chosen. And why more than 8,000 souls now call her, “Mom.” 
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Director’s Statement 
 
 
When some opportunities come knocking at your door, you simply cannot turn them 
away. I had the good fortune of hearing Bobbi Jo speak and scooped up her book, 
Beautifully Broken. Her story broke my heart and inspired me all at the same time. At 
the time, there were other opportunities and distractions obscuring my view, but Bobbi 
Jo’s story kept moving to the forefront of my mind. One day, I just jumped in. 
 
Putting this into words is even harder than I thought. Bobbi Jo has accomplished 
something that I don’t think I have ever heard before, nor do I believe I would be 
capable of doing. I’ve heard stories of people dedicating their lives to helping others. But 
I, personally, have never heard of someone rising, literally, from the bottom of the barrel 
to help so many people. In Bobbi Jo’s words, she should have died many times over. 
And in fact, during long nights sleeping on the ground under the back of a semi trailer, 
she wished that she would. But she didn’t. She survived. And that’s when things got 
interesting. 
 
Here is a woman that escaped from hell and rather than starting over in the comfort of 
her family home, she moved right back to the neighborhood where she suffered, and 
saved others from the same suffering. At that point in time, she had little reason to have 
faith in humanity. A drug dealer and a pimp literally moved in next door. At night, when 
gunfire would ring out, Bobbi Jo would sit up on her bed and pray for the safety of the 
women in her care. 
 
And this was just the beginning. Bobbi Jo continued to push forward, growing, adapting, 
and expanding her reach into the Northeast neighborhood. As she saw need, Bobbi Jo 
acquired more property. But just like the women she was helping, the properties had 
been abandoned and were in need of complete restoration. Which she did. One home 
turned into many homes, a nursery, a daycare, a community center, apartment 
buildings, and the list goes on. All these years later, Bobbi Jo’s faith is unwavering, and 
her mission of saving lives is unchanged. 
 
I am so grateful Bobbi Jo entrusted me with her story. I am moved to be a part of the 
team sharing it. This is a message we all need to hear. The nation is in a state of 
division. Here comes a story that transcends politics, gender, race and religion. Like 
Bobbi Jo says, “Addiction has no boundaries at all. Everybody is affected.” I hope that 
every person that sees this film will take away just a little piece of hope, and gain a little 
bit of faith. Because those are qualities we could all use more of right now. 
 
Brent Jones, Director 
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Production Notes 
 
 
BOBBI JO: UNDER THE INFLUENCE is the first feature-length documentary from 
director Brent Jones. It is his first feature film collaboration with his wife and partner, 
Donna, as Executive Producer. 
 
A Kansas City native, Brent grew up making commercials, shooting Chiefs games, and 
working on movie productions that came through town. After moving to Los Angeles, he 
snuck onto studio backlots to pass his number along to department heads. That led to 
several years of working on film crews as a camera assistant and grip and electric for 
blockbuster hits like JURASSIC PARK, JERRY MAGUIRE, MINORITY REPORT, and 
THE WAR OF THE WORLDS. While moving up in the production world, Brent 
simultaneously built his own director’s reel during his free time. 
 
Donna moved to Los Angeles from her hometown of Vancouver, BC. She was working 
for a commercial developer on various restaurant and retail concepts which led to a 
senior position with a boutique commercial construction company. Donna thrived in the 
fast paced environment that was prone to challenging budgets and ambitious 
schedules. Wearing many hats, Donna was introduced to accounting, bidding, contract 
management, and project management. She helped open one of the first Lululemon 
stores in the United States and project managed the construction of the 5,000 square 
foot Saddle Ranch Chop House at Universal Studios. 
 
Brent and Donna met by chance at the ACME Theater in Los Angeles and eventually 
married. Donna produced many of Jones’ spec commercials as well as a 1950s-set 
short film, The Company Man, which made its rounds on the festival circuit. In 2008, 
Brent’s commercial directing career took off and remained steady through the next 
decade with campaigns for Nissan, BMW, Ford, and Bridgestone. In 2017, Brent 
directed his first Super Bowl commercial for WeatherTech before he and Donna moved 
back to Kansas City to raise their two daughters. 
 
“My goal has always been to make movies,” says Brent. “Moving our girls back to 
Kansas City was exciting for all of us, and a chance at a fresh start. Donna and I 
immediately began searching for stories. At first, we were looking at feature film 
scripts…something that could be shot easily and affordably in KC. But then something 
changed: a lightbulb went on, and we changed our focus. We became determined to 
find an authentic, Kansas City story.” 
 
Brent attended an event where Bobbi Jo was a featured speaker. She took the stage 
and got straight to the point, delivering her testimony of alcoholism and addiction. It was 
a downward spiral through prostitution, abuse, and homelessness that lasted over 24 
years. As she cleaned up and embraced sobriety, Bobbi Jo began helping other women 
off the streets and into healthier living. Her story left Brent speechless. In the span of 17 
years, Bobbi Jo went from an unemployed, homeless addict to CEO of an organization 
that has helped thousands of people. 
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Brent says, “As gripping as the story of her descent into darkness was, her rise out of it 
was equally captivating. Her journey went from heartbreaking to heartwarming. Bobbi Jo 
exuded incredible strength, courage, and grace up there on that stage. She was 
mesmerizing! I had never heard anything so powerful in my life.” Afterward, Jones 
introduced himself to Bobbi Jo, and she gave him her book, Beautifully Broken. He 
started reading. That night, Brent told Donna, “I found the story we’ve been looking for.” 
 
Bobbi Jo’s testimony that night was the beginning of this film’s journey. It took the 
Joneses down a road neither would have ever imagined. After poring over Beautifully 
Broken, Jones requested an interview to see how well Bobbi Jo’s story would translate 
on camera. The “quick” interview at her office at Healing House ended three hours later 
with enough material to cut a short film. Bobbi Jo came to life on film with the exact 
same power she exuded as a public speaker. She was poised, yet unapologetically real, 
and during that three hours, with countless work interruptions, Bobbi Jo never missed a 
beat. She greeted each person with a warm smile, a “Hi, honey, how are you baby,” and 
a big hug. Bobbi Jo was the real deal. 
 
Determined to keep filming, the Joneses set up a makeshift production office in their 
basement and called Kanas City Film Commissioner, Stephane Scupham, to get 
referrals for additional crew members. As Jones met an ever expanding community of 
people in Bobbi Jo’s life, the project grew organically. “It was all happening so quickly 
that we couldn’t staff up fast enough,” Donna recalls. “Then things just started falling 
into place.” As the scope of the project began to emerge, Brent and Donna outlined a 
budget. Knowing that raising money for their debut feature- length film (and a 
documentary no less) would take time, they decided to make the investment 
themselves. With two daughters nearing college age, the decision was not an easy one 
to make. What compels a couple to put up their savings to finance a film with no 
evidence of distribution or back-end success? The answer was the same call that 
compelled Bobbi Jo to start Healing House. 
 
Donna explains, “When you are with Bobbi Jo and immersed in her community, you 
quickly get the feeling that you are simply not doing enough to give back. Bobbi Jo has 
been giving her life to her community 24/7 for 18 years. But she is not just helping 
people get sober. She is literally building an army for good. She’s creating a 
groundswell of positivity through faith, hope, and love. Every person that Bobbi Jo 
helps, gives it right back. That spirit of helping and giving is infectious.” 
 
Donna and Brent’s limited production budget called for some creative accounting, a few 
favors, and a lot of flexibility. The first call was to lifelong friend and colleague, Russ 
Hadley of Third Eye Productions in Kansas City. Jones and Hadley worked together 
years earlier on a short film, and the camaraderie between the two never faded. After 
Hadley met Bobbi Jo on that first day of shooting, he felt compelled to work on the film. 
“I couldn’t have made the film without Russ,” says Jones. “We hadn’t collaborated for 
years, but we picked up right where we left off.” 
 
With Hadley aboard, Jones added multiple camera operators and a 2nd Unit DP. Brent 
recalls, “We were working around people’s schedules: their jobs and their families. And 
not just the crew members, but the interviewees. We needed to have some depth with 
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our team, so when one camera operator was working elsewhere, another could 
substitute in. Fortunately, we found a lot of talent in Kansas City. A total of nine 
additional camera operators worked on the project. We did multi-camera interviews, 
spent days covering Bobbi Jo’s neighborhood, and shot all around Kansas City to make 
the film come alive.” 
 
Each shoot day presented unique challenges, with safety being one of the biggest 
concerns. Even though Bobbi Jo has transformed her immediate community, her 
properties are located a few blocks from the most criminally active parts of Kansas City. 
Shooting B-Roll often led the crew into the wrong neighborhoods, where danger was 
palpable. One day, while following the crew, Donna turned down the wrong street, and a 
drug dealer approached her car. “I just kind of freaked out,” Donna confesses. “I had 
never felt so vulnerable. It really speaks to Bobbi Jo and how fearless she is. She 
literally set up shop right next door to pimps, gang members, and drug dealers. She dug 
in her heels and said, ‘This is going to change.’ Bobbi Jo is stronger and braver than 
anyone I have ever known.” 
 
As Jones was shooting all over town, at all hours of the day, Donna set-up editorial and 
began logging footage. Unaccustomed to the sheer volume of footage, the couple made 
a critical phone call to Daniel Loyd, a former neighbor in Los Angeles. Loyd is a 
documentary and episodic television editor, who now resides in Austin, TX. Remotely, 
Loyd shepherded the edit through the initial log and gave the team marching orders to 
set them up for success along the way. 
 
Jones shot for 41 days over the course of three months. He notes, “We could have kept 
going. It was like chasing a vein of gold. The further we dug, the more gold we found. 
But at some point, we had to stop and regroup. Bobbi Jo’s story is so unbelievable, and 
she has touched the lives of so many people, each one of them with their own incredible 
journey. I felt like I was welcomed into the family, and given the keys to the kingdom.” 
Jones continues, “The project almost became my own calling. I felt like I was exactly 
where I was meant to be, and doing exactly what I was meant to do. It was a chance for 
me to use all of my production knowledge, all of my years on set, and funnel that energy 
into a project that may be able to really make a difference in people's lives.” 
 
Lead editor Austin Evans came on board in August 2019 with a goal of completing the 
film by year’s end. Through the help of the team of first assistant editors Kahleb 
McAdams and Diego Astorga, and loggers Secura Hatch and Laine Walters, Evans was 
quickly acquainted with the project and began carving out the story. With countless 
hours of footage, the hardest question to answer was where to begin. “I kept thinking 
about the testimony that I heard that first night that I met Bobbi Jo,” says Jones. “That 
was the story. The trouble was that Bobbi Jo has been telling that testimony to many 
different groups, for many years. It is a remarkable story, but it is also well rehearsed. I 
needed her to break out of that mold and go deeper.” 
 
So instead of filming Bobbi Jo addressing a crowd of strangers, Jones put Bobbi Jo in 
front of her own community, the very people that Bobbi Jo has saved. “What we got that 
night was amazing. Bobbi Jo talked for almost 2 hours straight. She was vulnerable, she 
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was emotional, and she connected with everyone in that room,” Jones recalls. “That 
testimony, in that moment, with that crowd…it was magic.” 
 
This speech gave Evans a spine on which to build Bobbi Jo’s story. Next came 
interviews with Mama Judi Burkholder, Leverta Jackson, Bob Dizmang, Steve & Colleen 
Hunt, Blu & Julie Newlan, Gabby Cullen, and brothers Darryl and Luther Eatman. These 
interviews contextualized Bobbi Jo’s influence on their lives. At the same time, Jones 
was interviewing community leaders, pastors, judges, social workers, and the KCPD to 
fully understand the impact that Bobbi Jo was having on her community. 
 
With a rough cut assembled, Evans and Jones needed fresh eyes. Documentary film 
editor Oli Weiss stepped in with an outside perspective that took the film to new heights. 
Patiently reviewing all of the footage, Weiss pieced together some B-Roll scenes that 
took the audience on a tangible journey into the life of addiction in Kansas City. The edit 
took longer than anticipated. The 2019 deadline overlapped into 2020. Through tireless 
determination, the edit was finished by mid-March, just before COVID-19 shut down 
productions across the country. Finishing the film remotely with sound and color 
correction proved challenging. Fortunately, Jones found a talented colorist at Grade 
named Taylre Jones, and a gifted sound editor named Jon Borland of 19 Below to work 
remotely, adding finishing touches to the film. 
 
Music from Artlist.io was used for the score with the exception of the song, “A Storm is 
Rising” by Nashville recording artist, Liv Ash. Liv and her father (guitarist Mike Ash) 
frequently donate their time to perform on Friday nights at Bobbi Jo’s community center. 
Jones was filming one night and had the good fortune of hearing Liv sing. Donna was 
able to secure the rights to use one of Liv’s songs in the film. The song’s haunting lyrics 
and gradual lift perfectly accompany Bobbi Jo’s spiritual awakening in the film. 
 
Success in post-production was dampened by tragic news from the outside world. Just 
as the titles were being finalized, Mama Judi, Bobbi Jo’s best friend and roommate, 
passed away. In Donna’s words, “When we started this journey, we never imagined that 
we would be dedicating the movie to one of the cast members. It is a heartbreaking loss 
that we all still feel. When you spend that much time with someone in the edit room, 
they become family,” says Donna. “The silver lining is that we were in the right place at 
the right time. We were able to capture Mama Judi as she would want to be 
remembered: full of love, full of faith, and sarcastic as hell, and we were able to capture 
the true essence of their friendship. Bobbi Jo will always have that.” 
 
BOBBI JO: UNDER THE INFLUENCE is a genuine passion project. It was produced on 
a limited budget by a passionate team of individuals that were swept up in the spirit of 
helping others. Brent reflects on the process, “Donna and I are so grateful for this 
opportunity. We are humbled that Bobbi Jo trusted us with her life story. We are grateful 
to every person that we interviewed. They continuously opened their hearts and shared 
their stories with us. And we are so thankful to every member of the crew that gave their 
talent and countless hours of their time to this film. For almost a year, Donna and I woke 
up every morning with a purpose. We were excited and inspired to get to work. We miss 
the production already, and can’t wait to share Bobbi Jo’s story with the world.” 
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Select CREW Bios: 
 
Brent Jones, Director & Producer 
Brent Jones was born and raised in Kansas City.  Right out of highschool, Jones was 
hired as a cameraman by the Kansas City Chiefs.  His filmmaking dreams took him to 
Los Angeles where he worked on set with Steven Spielberg, Sam Raimi, James 
Cameron, Michael Bay and Cameron Crow.  
 

Jones’ commercial directing career launched in 2004 and he has had the privilege of 
directing award winning commercials for clients such as Nissan, BMW, McDonalds, 
DirecTV, Subway, Ikea, and Bridgestone.  In 2017, he directed his first superbowl 
commercial for Weathertech. 
 

Recently, Jones moved his family back to his beloved hometown just in time to watch 
the Kansas City Chiefs win a Superbowl.  Upon his return, Jones formed Gold Room 
Films with his wife and producing partner, Donna Jones with the goal of telling 
compelling stories that would have a positive impact on the world.  Bobbi Jo: Under the 
Influence is his first documentary feature film. 
 
 
Donna Jones, Producer 
Donna Jones was born and raised in Vancouver, BC, and never imagined working in 
the entertainment industry.  She graduated from UBC in Vancouver, Canada with a BA 
in Psychology and moved to Los Angeles where she met and married Brent Jones.  In 
their early years, Donna worked for a commercial developer and builder in southern 
California before starting a family.  
 

As her husband transitioned from crew to director, Donna’s coordinating experience 
proved helpful in producing spec commercials.  Together the pair created a substantial 
body of work, and Donna became familiar with pre-production, production, and 
post-production workflow. Over the next few years, Donna worked as a line producer, 
producer, and production supervisor on numerous commercials and short films. 
 
Upon relocating back to Kansas City, she and her husband formed Gold Room Films 
with the intention of creating socially impactful films with messages that can change 
lives.  “It is time to start giving back.  We are so grateful that we can use our production 
skill-set to make a real difference in the Kansas City community.” 
 
 
Russ Hadley, Director of Photography 
Hadley is well known in the Kansas City film community as a Director / DP.  Now 
working freelance, Hadley’s Third Eye Productions was a beacon in the production 
world with award winning national, regional and local TV commercials for iconic brands 
such as Wal-Mart, Citgo and Disney. 
 
More recently, Hadley has enjoyed working on short films and documentaries and 
focusing his energy on still photography.  Russ loves to work with people. Real people, 
famous people and trained professional actors. As a DP and a still photographer, Russ 
will always be committed to beautiful images and great storytelling. 
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Austin Evans, Editor 
After graduating from the University of Missouri in 2016, Austin moved to Kansas City to 
pursue film editing. While short-form pieces have been his primary source of work, 
“Bobbi Jo: Under the Influence” allowed Evans the freedom to go deeper - exploring his 
point of view as an editor while honing his technical skills. Evans enjoys collaborating 
with different creatives throughout the city, and always looks forward to getting a chance 
to help craft a story that can capture an audience.  Bobbi Jo: Under the Influence is his 
first documentary feature film. 
 
 
Oli Weiss, Story Editor 
Weiss began his career in the editing room as an assistant in the 1990’s on many 
german and international cinema feature film productions.  Taking over more and more 
responsibilities, Weiss developed a reputation and became lead editor on projects for 
Wim Wenders, Volker Schloendorff, Katja von Garnier, Marco Kreuzpaintner, Winrick 
Kolbe, John Irving, and Gavin Millar.  Weiss enjoys all forms of film editing, but 
particularly loves finding the story in documentary films. Oli was nominated for the 
European Film award in 2005 and the German Film Award in 2009. 
 
 
Taylre Jones, Colorist 
Born and raised in Kansas City, Taylre was studying genetics when he signed up for a 
filmmaking class and never looked back. While directing, shooting, and editing films, 
Taylre came across the art of color grading. He knew, without a doubt, that color 
grading would become an enormous passion and changed his career goals to become 
a professional digital colorist. With no formal education on the topic, Taylre spent 
months learning and practicing everything he could to develop his talent in the craft.  
 

In 2013 Taylre started Grade, a color correction company in the Kansas City area, and 
began working on commercials, music videos and feature films. One year later, 
breakdown videos of Taylre’s work on the feature film "The House on Pine Street'' went 
viral, and Grade began working for clients all over the world. Taylre has had the good 
fortune to work as lead colorist on many amazing projects such as superbowl 
commercials, TV shows, feature films, and music videos for major artists. Having served 
as a missionary for years before his schooling, Taylre has always had a passion to be a 
part of a good cause. 
 
 
Jon Borland, Re-Recording Mixer 
In 2010, after graduating from the Vancouver Film School Sound Design for Visual 
Media program, Borland was hired by Randy Thom, Director of Sound Design at 
Skywalker Sound. Since studying under Thom he went on to work on many projects in 
film, television, video games and virtual reality. Among these projects are Pixar’s 
“Incredibles 2”, “Star Wars: The Last Jedi”, Marvel’s “Black Panther” and Disney’s 
“Moana” for which he received a MPSE Golden Reel award. Through his work, Borland 
strives to help tell stories using the ability of sound to unobtrusively influence the 
imagination.  
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Bobbi Jo’s Statement 
 
 
 
This film is a blessing. I am grateful that Brent and Donna Jones found their way to my 
doorstep. When I am asked to describe what it is like to see my life story up on the big 
screen, my answer must be, “It is perfect.” Because it isn’t just my story. It is God’s 
story. He saved me and He is adding to my story every day by showing me the path and 
nudging me forward.  
 
So much that has happened in my life is hard to explain. It’s not a story that can be told 
quickly, during brief encounters. But it is an important story. It is important for others to 
understand how if someone like me can be guided out of the darkness and into the light 
then it is possible for them too. 
 
I feel confident that this film is going to change lives. One thing about people suffering 
through addiction is that they get to a place where they believe that their life is hopeless 
and there is no way out. This movie is going to let people see not only hope, but that 
God can transform their lives in ways they can’t even imagine.  
 
I also believe that this film will give encouragement to family members who may feel 
helpless when dealing with a loved one who has an addiction. They are going to see 
that there is a way out and that there is still hope for that person. For those not directly 
impacted by addiction, this movie is going to stir something up in them. It’s going to 
work its way into their spirit and make them want to serve their neighborhoods more. It 
is easy to love our family members and people in our immediate circles, but God calls 
us to do so much more than that, to do things we cannot even imagine. God will equip 
us with every resource to accomplish what He has set forth for us to do.  
 
From birth, we all have a desire in us for MORE. I was blessed to find my purpose for 
MORE through Healing House. There is so much that we can do as individuals in our 
communities, in our workplaces, and in our own lives, and I hope this film inspires you 
to find your purpose for MORE. 
 
If nobody told you today, God loves you and so do I. 
 
~Bobbi-Jo Reed 
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Healing House 

 

In 2001, Bobbi Jo Reed purchased a dilapidated nursing home in the historic northeast 
area of Kansas City. Her goal was to provide transitional housing for women who had 
completed inpatient substance abuse treatment. As a former addict and alcoholic, Bobbi 
Jo understood the many challenges that women in addiction recovery face as they 
transition back into society. 

In 2003, Bobbi Jo founded Healing House, Inc. based on the belief that a safe home 
environment is critical to life-long recovery. At the time that Healing House was founded, 
there were approximately 900 women in Kansas City undergoing inpatient treatment, 
but only 24 safe residential beds available to them following treatment. 

Since its founding, Healing House, Inc. has markedly expanded its scale and reach. 
Under Bobbi Jo’s leadership, Healing House has purchased and refurbished numerous 
vacant homes – several of which were former drug houses – into safe, sober homes for 
both men and women. Healing House has also purchased two apartment buildings 
where families are restored and parents reunited with their children, a nursery, daycare, 
employment center, community center and headquarter offices. 

Each year, Healing House provides help and healing to hundreds of men and women. 
More than 8,000 individuals in recovery have been served by Healing House. 
Transitional housing is currently available for up to 180 adults and 25 children in the 
same Kansas City neighborhood. This area – once riddled with drug dealing, 
prostitution and gang violence – is rapidly being transformed into a safe and protective 
neighborhood through the collaboration of Healing House, numerous volunteers and 
like-minded residents. 
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Select CAST Bios: 
 
Bobbi Jo Reed 
This vibrant, spirited woman has been to the dark side and lived to tell about it. 
Alcoholism and addiction led to her living under a boxcar. After dedicating her life to 
God, she made her way out with twelve-step meetings and committed to assisting other 
women in their efforts to get off the streets. She put all she had into purchasing one 
house. From there, Healing House grew to 14 houses, 2 apartment buildings, and 4 
commercial properties. She is the heart of the film, leading the way while never giving in 
to the chaos that surrounds her. Two hundred people live with her at Healing House 
every day, and they all call her ‘Mom’. 
 
 
Mama Judi Burkholder 
Mama Judi was fifty-six years old and had been through eleven treatment centers when 
she metBobbi Jo. She announced that she was only going to be at Healing House for 
thirty days and ended up staying for seventeen years. Bobbi Jo shared with her the 
keys to sobriety: help give it back. And Mama Judi did just that. She became Bobbi Jo’s 
right hand and best friend, their friendship something akin to a Thelma and Louise with 
a mission to save lives. For over a decade at Healing House, Mama Judi was the first 
person new arrivals met, and she always greeted everyone the same: “Welcome Home 
Baby, Welcome Home!” 
 
 
Darryl Eatman 
Darryl is one of a kind. He was enrolled in college before turning to drug dealing and 
robbery. When dealing drugs turned into using drugs, Darryl became homeless and 
started living in abandoned houses. Almost unrecognizable to his family, Darryl found 
himself in a soup kitchen line before finally reaching out to his brother for help. Now he 
runs Cornerstone, one of Bobbi Jo’s residences that houses forty men coming out of 
detox, prison, and homeless camps. You don’t mess around in Darryl’s house. Three 
write-ups, and you're gone! Make your bed, hit your meetings, and find a job. Darryl is 
hard on these men because he knows where they’ve been. He doesn’t rebuild houses 
he rebuilds men. 
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Gabby Cullen 
Gabby’s parents were addicts. They used drugs in front of her and, eventually, with her 
as the family struggled to survive. Gabby tried I-V drugs for the first time at the age of 
fourteen, and heroin soon became her drug of choice. She was homeless by the age of 
fifteen and found herself in and out of jail. At eighteen she was using I-V drugs every 
day and working as a prostitute. Gabby finally found Healing House, where they took 
her in as one of their own. Bobbi Jo, Mama Judi, and other members of Healing House 
helped her find her way. Gabby has been sober for five years and has reclaimed her 
life. Gabby recently married, and she and her husband have started a family in a new 
home. Gabby is proof that no matter where you come from or what you have been 
through, you can always find hope! 
 
 
Bob Dizmang 
Bob has one leg, but is not afraid to let you know what he can still do with it! In his early 
years, Bob tried to fill the voids in his life with alcohol, drugs, women, violence, and 
petty theft. After two failed marriages and estrangement with his sons, Bob was adrift 
without direction or purpose. He attended his first wife’s funeral, and was later attacked, 
robbed, and beaten unconscious. Fate brought Bob to Healing House, where he now 
runs one of the men's houses. He gives back by building walls, installing lighting, 
rebuilding roofs, and providing humor to help get everyone through the day. Bob is like 
a brother to Bobbi Jo. She saved his life, and he returns the favor by helping her run 
Healing House. 
 
 
Blu Newlan 
Blu's mom left him alone when he was fifteen years old. He lived in a gang-riddled 
neighborhood, doing what he had to do to survive. He stole from drug dealers and 
became the dealer, learning to make money on the street and becoming really good at 
it. Eventually, however, he wound up in prison, where he joined a gang and put together 
a crew to run drugs in the prison yard. Inside, Blu continued to hustle. Soon, members 
of his crew were winding up in solitary confinement, buyers were becoming more frantic, 
and Blu began questioning what he was doing. Was this his fate? Blu stopped the drugs 
and vowed to change. When he came up for parole, he called Healing House and a 
member picked him up at three o’clock in the morning. They gave him a bed, some hot 
food, and set a routine of twelve-step meetings and church service. Today, Bu helps 
hard-core drug addicts, violent offenders, and gang members find a new way of life.  In 
his words, “Now I hustle for good.” 
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FRONT CREDITS
GOLD ROOM FILMS PRESENTS

A BRENT JONES FILM

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER DONNA JONES
ASSOCIATE PRODUCER BOBBI JO REED

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY RUSS HADLEY
EDITOR AUSTIN EVANS

WRITER & DIRECTOR BRENT JONES

BOBBI JO UNDER THE INFLUENCE

END CREDITS
CAST Bobbi Jo Reed

FEATURING (In Alphabetical Order) Mama Judi Burkholder
Gabby Cullen
Bob Dizmang
Darryl Eatman
Jessica Henderson
Colleen Hunt
Steve Hunt
Jesse Ibarra III
Leverta Jackson
Blu Newlun
Julie Newlun
Paul Greg Reed
Scheera Watkins

CONSULTANTS Officer Jason D. Cooley
Officer Bryce Rains
Officer Jasmine Ruckman
Trena Miller
Pastor Luther C. Eatman Jr.
Pastor Adam Hamilton
Pastor Tom Langhofer
Judge Julie A. Robinson

PRODUCTION

PRODUCED BY Brent + Donna Jones
PRODUCTION SUPERVISOR Mars Moynagh

2nd UNIT DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY Beeh Becvar
ADDITIONAL CAMERA DeVonte Brown

Bob Jones
Kahleb McAdams
Max McBride
Kevin McKinney
Sam Thomas
Barry Wilson
Shawn Wright

DRONE OPERATOR Max McBride
HAIR & MAKEUP Kristin Kent

GAFFER Bill Thomas
GRIPS Jeff Mundinger

Tyler Dean
Anne Gravino
Clinton McElwain

POST PRODUCTION
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1st ASSITANT EDITOR Kahleb McAdams
2nd ASSISTANT EDITOR Diego Astorga

STORY EDITOR Oli Weiss
ADDITIONAL EDITORS Secura Hatch

Laine Walters
TITLES Barcilio Blake

COLORIST Taylre Jones
SOUND DESIGN Eric Garcia

Kirk N. Bryson
ADDITIONAL RE-RECORDING MIXER Jon Borland

FILMED ON LOCATION Northeast Kansas City, Missouri
Healing House, Inc., Northeast Kansas City, Missouri
Church of the Resurrection, Overland Park, Kansas
Kansas City Missouri Police Department

SPECIAL THANKS TO Church of the Resurrection
Bridge of Hope Community Church
Kansas City Missouri Police Department
Captain Tim Hernandez, KCPD
Captain Gideon Cody, KCPD
Officer Danelle Williams, KCPD
Michael & Linda Hudson
The Cates Family
The Henderson Family
The Reed Family
Elijah Davis
Judith James
Jimmy Melendy
Jessic Millman
Jessica Sanders
Trena Shows
Richlin Fabrics
Daniel Loyd
Mark Schotte
Brad Slaughter
Lights On Kansas City
The Healing House Staff & Clients

PHOTOS OF MOTOR INN COURTESY OF Kris Knowles
PHOTOS OF 1960'S KANSAS CITY COURTESY OF Steve Longmire

PHOTOS OF VINTAGE POSTCARDS COURTESY OF William Bird Postcard Collection
PHOTOS OF 1968 CIVIL RIGHTS PROTEST COURTESY OF LaBudde Special Collections, UMKC University Libraries

PHOTOS OF 1968 BLACK PANTHERS COURTESY OF LaBudde Special Collections, UMKC University Libraries
PHOTO OF 1969 VIETNAM PEACE MARCH COURTESY OF Kenneth Spencer Research Library, University of Kansas Libraries

TRANSCRIPTS REV
CAMERAS / ELECTRICAL / GRIP PROVIDED BY The Hadley Group

Max Productions
Lights On Kansas City

POST PRODUCTION FACILITIES 48 Windows
19 Below
Grade

LEGAL Tom Fowler
PROMOTIONS Glen Reynolds, Circus Road Films

MUSIC
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"Winter" by ANBR "The Hollow" By Lane King
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"Timeless" by Lane King "A Certain Distance" by Sean Williams
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"Empyrean" by Michael FK "Psychic Grad" by Ian Post
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"Spongy Hammer" by Muted "Eternity" by Bortex
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"The Racer" by Tristan Barton "Under a Blanket" by Muted
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"A New Day" by Lane King "I Love You" by Campagna
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"The Builder" by Lane King "In the Clouds" by Be Still the Earth
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"Wait" by Lane King "Good Day" by Lane King
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"Contemplate" by Lane King "6 Feet Under" by John Coggins
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"A Longing" by Sean WIlliams "Bring to Light" by Max H.
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"On the Edge" by Max H. "I Want You" by B.I.G.
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"Staring" by Muted "Brown Hill" by Muted
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"As Far As I Could Possibly Go" by NRTHRN "All The Stars" by Anthony Lazaro
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"Autumn" by Kevin Graham "Back And Forth" by Lane King
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"Shimmer No Waves" by Giants and Pilgrims "Help Me Stand" by John Coggins
Courtesy of ARTLIST Courtesy of ARTLIST

"Going On" by Lane King
Courtesy of ARTLIST

"A STORM IS COMIN"
Written by Tommee Profitt/Liv Ash/Mike Ash/Bryan Fowler

Performed by Tommee Profitt, Featuring Liv Ash
Courtesy of Resin8 and CAPITOL CMG

Used By Permission.  All Rights Reserved
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